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DOMESTICK MISSIONARIES. 
It is doubtless thought by some, yea, by many, 


that to employ young men from our Theological sem-), 


inaries, to labour in the desolate parts of our coun- 
try ; that is, in places where the inhabitants are not 
favoured, by the ordinary méans, with evangelical 
instruction, would be highly promotive of morality 
and undefiled religion. ‘They are accordingly sent 
forth, after a long course of eatechetical instruction, 
to convert the heathen’ of our own country, not to 
the knowledge, that God is no respecter of persons, 
but-to the belief, that * from all eternity some men 
and angels were foreordained to everlasting life, and 
some to everlasting death ! That the number is so cer- 
tain and definite, that it cannot be either increased or 
diminished !”? 


We are not disposed to attach a, great share. of 
blame to those who sincerely believe this doctrine, 
for using the means within their power for its dis- 
semination, provided they are frank and open in the 
avowal of their sentiments: But ‘his is seldom the 
case : they generally resort to the Arminian hypoth- 
esis of free agency, and free grace, the better to op- 
erate upon the fears of those who are simple enough 
to be carried away with the deception. Instead of 
preaching the gospel, which is good tidings of great joy 
toall people, they preach eternal and unmerciful wrath? 
Nor are they satisfied with simply representing the 
infinitely. merciful FATHER of spirits, as a being of 
unrelenting vengeance ; and as determining to ren- 
der a part of his creation the endless sport of devils ! 
But they labour to represent themselves so much 
better and more compassionate than the Deity, that 
they would endure any privation or suffering in  or- 
der to save their hearers from the soul-destroying 
tempest of almighty vengeance ! When at the same 
time, the Creator of all worlds, who possesses ail 
power, and can with perfect ease mould them into 


the image of love and perfection, will do nothing for 
them ! 


For the spread of such horrid principles and blas- 
phemous insinuations against the character of the 


God of love, the charity of all classes, from the rich 
civilian, to the poor and destitute widow and orphan, 
is demanded, and the pain of efernal torture is threat- 
ened as a consequence of refusal! The abettors of | 
the before mentioned sentiments, will by no means 
admit that those whom God purposed to destroy 
with eternal condemnation will be benefitted by 





missionary labours ; or that the elect will be eter- 
nally lost without them : which shows that their la- 
bours are not of the highest importance. But we 
think (and with very good evidence) that the senti- 
ments, of which mention has been made, have driv- 
en multitudes to despair, and a vast number into 
Atheism and Deism. And that where these doc- 


trines are held by the majority, there is the least de-° 


gree of friendship and christian fiberality. For where 
such sentiments are cordially embraced, they set 
bounds to the effusion of charity, and. gradually as- 
similate-the mind and feelings of their possessor to 
the unmerciful character which they ascribe to the 
Almighty. / 

This-missionary fever (for tt rages like a malignant 
disease) has infested almost every section of the 
United States. Numerous country towns, where 
regular societies are established, and ministers em- 
ployed in the constant and regular discharge of evan- 
gelical duties, are visited by the adventurous youth 
from our theological institutions, making heavy de- 
mands upon the charity of the honest and industri- 
ous, even when and where their labours are totally 
unnecessary and unsolicited. Nor are they satisfied 
with scouring the country, and obtruding themselves 
into private houses in the absence of the masters of 
families, and soliciting presents of gold rings, jew els 
and ornaments, but even servants are importuned’ for 
the few pence, which, by industry and prudence, 
they have laid aside for future use. .The labours of 
these young men are urged upon private families, 
who, rather than be called uncivil, frequently open 
their doors for meetmgs, when they really wish the 
preacher at a vast distance from them. 

As the trade does not succeed so well in many 
country places as it formerly did, a charge is now 
making upon our cities, and populous seaport towns. 
Thither these young divines are flocking, and by the 
aid of a few, who are interested in the bible and mis- 
sionary funds, they are introduced to the dwellings 
of those who are not provided with the means of ap- 
parelling their children in suitable habiliments to at- 
tend at a regular place of publick worship. All this | 
wears the semblance of real benevolence, if we look | 
no further.. Let us now turn our attention to’ the 
true state of the case, at least, as it relates to the 
town of PRovIvENCE. 

The second visiter of this description is now among 
us, and. requests are frequent and pressing for peo- 
ple to open their doors for meetings. The reasons 
urged in vindication of this course, are, that there 
are many families of children, whose parents are too 
poor to provide them with suitable clothing to at- 
tend divine service at any regular place of worship— 
That the dread and shame of being seen in a publick 
assembly, in rags, renders it necessary that meetings 
should be appointed at their houses, and in this way 
to have them furnished with religious instruction. 
This plausible pretext gives the whole plan an air of 








charity. But we should do well to investigate this 
subject more closely. 

Are these poor families screened from publick ob- 
servation by collecting a publick assembly at their 
houses, and exposing the paucity of their furniture © 
as well as the meanness of their dress, to the scrutiny 
of all who may attend such meetings ? This plausi- 
ble pretext, then, is entirely set aside. 

In point of real charity, this procedure is equally 
defective. It puts poor families to the trouble of 
making preparations for the reception of a congre- 


gation, without adding a single patch to their ragged 


garments, besides consuming the time in which they 
ought to be engaged in providing some small means 
to cover their nakedness, It™does not afford them 
the least prospect of being benefitted or instructed 
by preaching, except when the meetings are held at 
their own humble dwellings, and they are again sub- 
jected to the labour and mortification of a new in- 
specting assembly. 

In our next, we shall attempt to throw off the 
mask, and show what we are persuaded is the real 
object of these institutions, and propose a different, 
and really charitable plan for the benefit of these in- 
digent families, ~ ° 

(TOBE CONTINUED.) 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 


REFLECTIONS ON THE NEW YEAR. 

How multiplied are the blessings ofa kind and 
merciful Creator towards his children ! what numer- 
ous enjoyments are liberally showered down upon 
us, and with thankful hearts, I trust by multitudes 
are all our blessings received. 

The year which has just passed into the shades, 
and is joined to the long catalogue of those that have 
gone before it, has been laden with many mercies. 
Many however of our kindred and friends have tast- 
ed.the cup of suffering, and bid adieu to all transi- 
tory scenes: they have sickened and died, and the 


‘places that once knew them shall know them no 


|more forever, As the time that is passed is gone for- 
ever, and we can do tio more than reyiew our past 
lives; and if we, discover wherein we haye done 
wrong to do so no more; to repent of our former 
follies and to turn unto God with full purpose of 
heart: Let the time past of our lives suffice us, 
wherein we have wrought. wickedness; and let us 
this year learn the noble lesson of doing justly, loy- 
ing mercy and walking humbly with God ; not in 
word and tongue only, but in deed and in truth. 
May all wrath and evil speaking be put away from 
us, may slander and reviling hide their hideous 
heads: may discord and animosity no more infest 
the abodes of man, but love and peace and joy di- 
vine pervade every heart. May this year, as well as 
those that are past, bring with it, and in a more 
abundant manner, the extension of the Gospel of the 
ever blessed Redeemer ; that Gospel a speak- 
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‘eth peace ea ya, ‘afar off and to them 
that are nigh. May conyerts to the faith of the 
gospel, once delivered to the ‘saints, be multiplied 
as drops of the morning dew, and righteousness run 
down our streets as a river. But some, perhaps, 
having more zeal than knowledge, may rise up and 
say, suppose I were not to do justly, love mercy and 
walk humbly with God ? if universalism is. true I 
may live as I list, and shall find heaven and happi- 
ness at last ; therefore if I believed it, I would lie, 
cheat, swear, get drunk and commit all manner of 
crimes : But stop, my deluded fellow-sinners ; is the 
fear of endless torment the only road to a pious life ? 
Look into thine own heart and see if thou art not in 
love with sin! Wouldst thou not be yirtuous for 
thine own benefit ? Wouldst thou not give to the 
hungry, the naked and the thirsty for the swect.con- 
solation thou hast in thine own bosom? Wouldst 
thou not visit the sick and those in prison, and ad- 
minister to their wants for the happiness there is in 
doing, good ? Wouldst thou not worship thy God, 


ly good, and wills and purposés thy ultimate purity 
and happiness, as well.as that of his vast creation ? 
These questions, and many more like them, may be 
solved at leisure. ButI trust there are but few 
who can wish much reflection on this subject. 

As we have commenced a new year, let us one 
and all resolve, that this year shall witness our dili- 
gence, our economy, our temperance, our chaste 
conversation, our charitableness, our industry ; that 
if we have been ignorant we will seek wisdom, that 
if we have done evil we will do good, that if we have 
been idolatrous the past year, that in the present we 
will return and worship the true God ; that if hypoc- 
risy has, the past year, marked the conduct of any, 
they may this year act the honest and consistent 
part. By thus resolving, ane thus doing, a happy 
new year is ours. BEREAN, 


APOCALYPTIC VISION, 
In reply to “ A Subscriber.’’ 

At the request of our correspondent, we approach 
the subject of the universal song, recorded in the 
Revelation to St. John v.13. “ And every creature 
which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the 
earth, and such as are. in the-sea, and all that are in 
them, heard I-saying, Blessing, and honour, and glo- 
ry, and power, Je unto him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.”’ 

This passage, Doctor Edwards thought, referred 
to the commencement of the gospel dispensation, 
when Christ commenced his mediatorial labours, and 
undertook the work of redemption ; and that the 
praise here offered was figurative, and not a repre- 
sentation of real homage, paid by the whole family of 
God’s intelligent creation. 

It would extend this illustration to an unreasonable 
length to enter upon a laboured criticism of the Doc- 
tor’s explanation: We must therefore confine our 
criticism to the text and context. 

In the closing verse of the preceding ‘aici 
praise is offered to God, as pre-eminently worthy, be- 
cause he had created all things for his pleasure. The 
Gaeck words here rendered all things, are Ta Panta. 


In the verse under consideration, the Greek oth 
used to denote the number which are represented as 
joining to celebrate his praise, are kai, (and) pan, 


(all, the whole) kitisma, (ereature.) Literally, and: 


every creature. Now, the same beings who are crea- 
ted by God, even all of them, ‘are here represented 
by the original text, as uniting in the praise of God 
and the Lamb. Hence the conclusion follows, that 
if God created every son and daughter of Adam ; 
every son and daughter of the human race must join 
to glorify him, and his-Son, the Lamb. _For we may 
as well deny that Godis the Creator of all, as to deny 
that all the family of man shall offer to Him and the 
Lamb, the tribute of praise. 

Before we notice the more immediate context, it 
should be observed, that the things which John_ be- 
held were not then past, but future events. Hence 
he denominates the whole vision, “ The Revelation 
of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew 
unto his servants things which must shortly come.to 


| pass.”? Chap. i. 1. Now if it can be shown that the 
and keep his commandments, because he is infinite- | 


gospel dispensation was opened before the banish- 
ment of this apostle to the Isle Patmos, the Doctor’s 
interpretation will be crushed by the weight of its 
This will appear evident from 
the following facts. 1. The gospel was proclaimed 
by Christ himself, in the days of his flesh. 2. This 
dispensation was laid open and fully explained by 
the apostles, who preached the gospel, with the 
Holy Ghost sent down from heayen. 3. For the 
vindication of its truth and consistency, they suffer- 
ed the most violent persecutions. _ 4. ‘They wrought 
the most astonishing miracles for its confirmation in 
the name of Christ, and died triumphant in attesta- 
tion of the grace and glory of which it placed them 
in the possession. 5. John, the Revelatee, was ban- 
ished in the reign of Nero, at a time when one of the 
most furious persecutions raged against the disciples 
for believing the gospel, and spreading the knowl- 
edge of its sublime truths. To say, therefore, that 
the gospel dispensation was not opened till after all 
these labours in preaching the gospel, and suffering 
martyrdom for its defence, is equivalent to an asser- 
tion that the apostles and disciples suffered death for 
nothing ! or that the enemies of the gospel persecu- 
ted the truth before it was proclaimed ! 

The fact of the gospel dispensation’s being open- 
ed and established before any of the persecutions of 
the early disciples is abundantly evident from what 
St. Paul hath said concérning a testament, or will.— 
He holds up the character of Christ as the Mediator 
of the New Testament, or gospel dispensation ; and 
adds, ** For where a testatnent is, there must also of 
necessity be the death of the testator. For a testa- 
ment is of force after men are dead : otherwise it is 
of no strength at all while the testator liveth.” ._He- 
brews ix. 16,17. The death of Christ .established 
this dispensation, as truly as the death of a testator 
establishes the bequests of his will : and such is the 
argument of the apostle, in the case before us. 

Having shown that the gospel dispensation was 
opened, established, and confirmed, before the era 
of St. John’s banishment, the fact is indisputable, 
that what was disclosed to this disciple in the Isle 


own inconsistency. 





Patmos related to the future glory of Christ, and the 














final success of the somal ite Bboadillation, holi- 
ness, and delightful employment of the whole inteli- 
gent creation. 


{To BE CONTINUED. } 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
m4 ° 


FAITH. 

Kind reader, do’you wish to know the nature and 
usefulness of faith ? Embrace an opportunity, and 
carefully read, the eleventh chapter-of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews. Let not the few, following, remarks 
upon the faith of the father of believers, induce you 
to neglect to peruse the whole chapter. 

“ By faith, Abraham, when he was called to go out 
into a ‘place which he would after weceive for an in- 
heritance obeyed : and’ he went out, not knowing 
whither. he went.” 

Here was an expression of true faith. God called 
and Abraham obeyed.. He believed that God was, 
and that he was.a rewarder of those who: diligently 
seek him. He trusted that God was. perfect in wis- 
dom, power and goodness, and therefore it was wise 
and geod for him to put perfect confidence in God. 
He realized that God’s providence ruled over all 
creatures, and all events. This faith, which _Abra- 
ham possessed, was the gift of God. And under the 
influence of it, he would naturally look to God to be 
instructed, guided, supported and blessed. Sensi- 
ble of his dependance, he would be disposed to 
worship God wherever he went. Hence we read of 
his erecting an altar in every place in which he 
dwelt. This was acknowledging God in all his 
ways. Sueh aman might reasonably calculate that 
God would direct his steps for him in mercy. 

Here we have an example, worthy of imitation. 
All believers are children of Abraham by faith in 
Christ Jesus. All persons in. their various ways and 
employments have an opportunity to manifest the 
faith of Abraham. Who knows. where he shall go 
and what he shall do? Who can foresee the evil and 
hide himself, without the teaching of God’s spirit ’ 
Who can be assured that he shall prosper in hisun- 
dertaking, unless the secret of the Lord is revealed to 
him ? 

Faith in God will keep the mind of man calm and 
quiet, amidst all the cares and perplexities of life.— 
Faith in God led Abraham to seek a better country, 
even an heavenly; and a city which hath founda- 
tions, whose builder and maker is God. While so- 


% * 


journing here below, he enjoyed peace in believing. 


His faith overcame the world, though he was bless- 
ed with great possessions. He rejoiced to see 
Christ’s day, and was made glad in view of the prom- 
ise, that in his seed all the nations, kindreds, and 
families of the earth, should be blessed. : 
SEEK’ TRUTH. 


si 1. Cor. xii. 4, | 

“ Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same spirit.” 

A question may be asked—How is God impartial 
in his dealings towards his creatures, when he makes 
them differ one from another ? Answer. God may 
be impartially good, and yet make creatures of dif- 
ferent natures and capacities. This we see-to be 
true among all the works of the great Creator. We 
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cee diversities of gifts among them. But, though 
God has made this difference, we may conclude that 
he is good to all. May not the various tribes of an- 
‘mals in the air, earth, and water, enjoy that kind 
and degree of happiness best suited to their nature 
and capacity ? If God gives them, that which they 
can best enjoy; is he not impartially good and kind 
to them ? Shall any one complain, when he possesses 
nature, which is the only one he can call his ‘own, 
and the only oite he can enjoy? For, if any creature 
does not enjoy its own powers and possessions, it 
eannot enjoy the powers and possessions of another. 


The spring of all happiness in creatues, is caused by | 


the Creator, to rise in each one’s own nature and de- 
sire. What is beauty without sight, melody without 
hearing, delicious food without taste, or all the de- 
lights of earth to the dead ? God satisfies the desires 
of every living thing. 

It is true we see diversities. of gifts among men.— 
But it is the same spirit that dispenses them. God 
is the giver of every good. and perfect gift: Does 
not the beauty-of creation consist very much in the 
variety of God’s works? And is there net more good 
enjoyed among creatures on account of this variety ? 
Should we select any one particular kind of flesh or 
fruit, and live upon that alone, without partaking of 
the others, could we enjoy that degree of happiness 
that we should, were we to taste them all, ina prop- 
er time and degree ? 

As there is a difference in the capacity of human 
beings, among those who are most virtuous and god- 
like, in this state of existence, why may not God see 
best that this difference of capacity, should exist ina 
future state of being ’ . As a sparrow may be as hap- 
py-in itself, as an angel of light ; so an infant ‘mind 
in celestial glory, may be as happy in itself, as the 
capacious spirit of a Locke or a Newton ? 

SEEK TRUTH. 


REV. SETH STETSON. 


This gentleman has visited Providence, and deliv- 
ered two discourses. We regret that many were de- 
prived the pleasure of listening to those highly in- 
structive discourses by reason of the inclemency of 
the weather. From the specimen we have had of 
his talents, we are persuaded that his labours are of 
a character to be eminently useful to the cause of 
truth ; and that they only need to be generally 


known, to be highly appreciated by the enlightened 
and the judicious. 


NEW-YEAR’S ADDRESS. 


The following Address was presented by the Carriers 
of the Trxxscorz, to the patrons in town, on a 
separate sheet, January Ist, 1825. 


With pleasing hopes, we hail the new-born year, 
And with thanksgiving’s voice, the past revere, 

Recount the blessings of the seasons gone, 

Nor wish their swift-wing’d moments to prolong. 


The wheels of time have gently mov’d around, 
And flocks have sported on the verdant ground ; 
The mild refulgence of the Solar ray 

Has crown’d with blessings each returning day. 





The flow’ry spring, the summer richly dress’d, 
The golden autumn with full harvest press’d ; 
The wants supply of all the tribes below, 

And to our race Jehovah’s bounty show. 


These, all proclaim a God, divinely good, 
Whose love from vast eternity hath stood 
Unmov’d ; whose pow’r the universe sustains ; 
Whose wisdom, order, light, and truth maintains. 


The varying seasons have with peace been crown’d, 
And nature’s ample scen’ry smil’d around : 
Religion’s milder voice awoke the lay . 

Of gratitude, with each returning day. 


‘Thus held in retrospection’s fond embrace, 
And tokens of superior goodness trace : 
Where moral, social, and domestic love, 


| Enkindled by the purer flames above, 


Has bless’d our hearts with life’s all-glad’ning voice, 
And bade each trembling soul in. God rejoice : 
Bade superstition flee, and hide her head ; . 

While sons of light to victory were led. 


Farewell to past delights, your day is spent ; 
You’ve fill’d our hearts with pleasure and content : 
New scenes invite the mind’s extended range, 

And sweet anticipation now remains. 


Sol’s orient brightness ushers in the year, 

And bids our eyes forego the falling tear ; 
{Invites our hearts to join the festive throng, 
Where social pleasures wake the grateful song. 


Ambition’s schemes are rising into view, 

And youth, and age, their interest pursue : 

Each bent on ease, improvement, or on gain, 

And urge their course through life’s extended plain. 


How few, alas ! to Heav’n their eyes direct, 

For wisdom, all their conduct to inspect ! 

How few implore the light of heaveyly day, 

To guide them through each dark and doubtful way. 


Yet by supreme command the seasons roll, 
And all creation owns his wise control : 

His smiles of goodness check the flowing tear, 
And ev’ry blessing crowns the rolling year. 


But purer joys are rising to our view : 

Joys all divine, and pleasures ever new ! 

The word of grace, through Jesus, loud proclaims 
A sweet release from mis’ry’s galling chains. 


It bids our hearts aloud in God rejoice, 
And peace proclaims with all-extending voice : 
Removes each veil, and wipes each tear away, 


And pours th’ effulgence of immortal day ! 


Then speed your course, ye rolling planets fly ! 
Till Heav’n unfolds to man a cloudless sky ! 
Then shall a world, redeem’d from sin and thrall, 
Proclaim aloud, JEHOVAH’S ALL IN, ALL! 


THE CARRIER. 
Each Saturday morning, all blithsome and gay, 
I rise to my labour, and hie me away, 
To bring the glad tidings of peace to your door, 
And blessings in plenty upon you implore.. 


Through rain, snow, and sunshine, my duty pursue, 
And a sweet mental repast deliver to you : 
Nor whisper complaint that my task is severe, 
But wish you, sincerely, A HAPPY NEW-YEAR. 
site 
SELECTIONS. 
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FROM THE TRENTON EMPORIUM. 


CAPITAL PUNISHMENTS. 

The right to inflict capital punishments, has, par- 
ticularly in late days, found many able and respec- 
table opponents. The policy of such inflictions has 
met, at the same time, with even More powerful op- 
position. Among those who have written on. this 
subject, there is one whose observations deserve an 
attentive perusal, and acalm consideration, both be- 
cause of the peculiar force and aptness of the reas- 
oning applied, and of his own high and distinguish- 
ed character, We have reference to Edward Liv- 
ingston, late member of the Legislature of Louisiana 
and now a Representative from that state in Con- 
gress, This gentleman was appointed by the légis- 
lature of Louisiana to prepare the project of a crim- 
inal code of laws for that state. In its execution he 
proposed abolishing the punishment of death alto- 
gether, on the ground that while the spectacle of 
pubhc executions had a tendency to demoralize the 
public sentiment,—there were many other punish- 
ments, which would have more effect in deterring 
from the commission of érime than this.—The fol- 
lowing extracts present his general ideas on the sub- 
ject -— 

“Let us have constantly before us, when we rea- 
son on this subject, the great principle, that the end 
| of punishment is the prevention of crime. . Death, 
| indeed, operates to this end most effectually as it re- 
_spects the delinquent; but the great object of in- 

flicting it is the force of the example on others. If 
| this spectacle of horror is insufficient to deter men 
_from the commission of slight offences, what good 
reason can be given to persuade us that it will have 
| this operation where the crime is more atrocious ? 
Can we believe that the fear of a remote and uncer- 
tain death will stop the traitor in the intoxicating 
moment of fancied victory over the constitution and 
liberties of his country ? While in the proud confi- 
dence of success he defies heaven and earth, and . 
commits his existence to the chance of arms, that 
the dread of this punishment will check his pride— 
force him, like some magic spell, to yield obedience 
to the laws, and abandon a course which he per- 
suades himself makes a virtue of his ambition ? Will 
it arrest the hand of the infuriate wretch, who, at a 
single blow, is abont to gratify.the strongest passion 
of his soul in the destruction of his deadly enemy ? 
Will it turn aside the purpose of the secret assassin, 
who meditates the removal of the only obstacle to 
his enjoyment of wealth and honours ? Will it mas- 
ter the strongest passion. and counteract the most 
powerful motives, while it is too weak to prevent 
the indulgence of the slightest criminal inclination ? 
If this be true, it must be confessed that it presents 
a paradox, which will be found more difficult to 
solve when we reflect that great crimes are, for the 
most part, committed by men, whose long habits of 
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guilt have | farniliarized them to the idea ‘of death, or 


. to whom strong passions or natural courage have 


rendered it in some measure indifferent ; and that 
the cowardly prisoner or assassin always thinks that 
he has taken such precautions as. will prevent any 
risk of discovery. The fear of death, therefore, will 
rarely deter from the commission of great crimes.— 
It is, on the contrary, a remedy peculiarly inapplica- 
ble to those offences. Ambition, which. usually in- 
spires the crime of treason, soars above the fear of 
death ; avarice, which whispers the secret murder, 
creeps below it; **** threats of death will never 
deter men, who are actuated by these passions ; ma- 
ny of them affront it in the very commission of the 


offence, and therefore réadily incur the lesser risk of 


suffering it in what they think the impossible event 
of detection. But present other - consequences 
more directly opposed to the enjoyments which were 
anticipated in the commission of the crime, make 
those consequences permanent and certain, and then, 
although milder, they will be less readily risked than 
theg momentary pang attending the loss of life. 
Study the passions, which first suggested the of- 


fence, and apply your punishment to mortify and 


counteract them. The ambitious man cannot bear 
the ordinary restraints of government,—subject him 
to those ofa prision ; he could not endurethe supe- 
viority of the most dignified magistrate,—force him 
to submit to the lowest office of executive justice ; 
he sought by his crimes a superiority above all that 
was most respectable in society,—reduce him in his 
punishment to a level with the most vile and abject 
of mankind. If avarice suggested the murder, sep- 
arate the wretch forever from his hoard ; realize the 
fable of antiquity ; sentence him, from his place of 
penitence and punishment, to see his heirs rioting 
on his spoils; and the corroding reflection that 
others are innocently ejoying the fruits of his crime 
will be as appropriate a punishment in practical, as 
it was feigned to be in poetical justice. The rapa- 
cious spendthrift robs to support his extravagance, 
and murders to avoid detection ; he exposes his life, 
that he may either pass it.in idleness, debauchery, 
and sensual enjoyments, or lose it by a momentary 
pang ; disappoint his- profligate calculation ; force 
him to live, but to live under those privations, which 
he fears mére than death ; let him be reduced to 
the coarse diet, the hard lodging, and the incessant 
labour of a penitentiary.” 


EXTRAORDINARY FANATICISM. 
Batsr, April 1. 

The proceedings against the fanatics of Trullekon 
have just commenced before the Tribunal at Zurich ; 
all the particulars which have been given respecting 
this deplorable event are unhappily confirmed. An 
unfortunate young woman, nailed to a board, de- 
manding death as a benefit, and expiring under the 
steel which strikes her sister, perishing in tortures ; 
their brother lacerated with frightful wounds, but 
still surviving blows, inflicted by his executioners ; 
these latter, covered with blood, alternately praying 
and striking, singing hymns over the two dead bod- 
ies, and believing the work of God accomplished by 
the most horrible crimes. Thus is a religion; simple 





and mild as its author, perverted by some wretches, | 


and rendered subservient to wild fanaticism, which 
is uniformly thé tendency ofthat gloomy and 
mystical exaltation of those dangerous sects, which 
in our times afflict reason, and of which the priests 


and the faithful. will-one day perhaps become the |° 


executioners or the martyrs. The meeting in which 
these murders were committed, was composed of the 
father of four daughters (Margaret, Elizabeth, Su- 
sannah, and Barbara) of a brother named Gaspard : 
a servant, John Front : 
Jaggli : of the brother-in-law, Moser, a shoemaker, 
at Oeslin-gen: his brother. Conrod Moser: anda 
girl, Ursula Kundig, with whom he .was intimately 
connected. Margaret (to whom they had given the 
name of saint) died crucified : Elizadeth expired 
an hour afterwards ; the father and one of the sisters 
(Susan) are in prison, to which the fourth sister 
and the two servants are going to be conveyed ; the 
brother Gaspard is at the hotel whence he will be 
conveyed to the prisons of Zurich as soon as he is 
cured of his wounds. The bodies of the two victims 
have been sent to Zurich, as well as a correspond- 
ence and some papers, relative to this sect, which, it 
is hoped, will afford some useful information re- 
specting its origin and frightful progress. 


a maid servant, Margaret 


EVIL SPEAKING. 

Speaking is acting, both in philosophical strict- 
ness, and also to all moral purposes ; for, if the mis- 
chief and motive of our conduct be the same, the 
means which we use make no difference. ~And this 
is in effect what our Saviour declares, Matthew xii. 
37.. “By thy words, thou shalt be justified, and by 
thy words, thou shalt be condemned :” by thy words, 
that is, as by thy the one shall 
be taken into thie account, as well as the other; for 
they both possess the same property of voluntarily 
producing good or evil. 

Slander may be distinguished into two kinds, 
malicious sl: ander, and inconsiderate slander. Mali- 
cious slander, is the relating of either truth or false- 
hood, for the purpose of creating mischief. 

When we have an end or interest of our own to 
serve, if we attempt to compass it by falsehood, it is 
fraud ; if by a publication of the truth, it is not 
without some additional circumstance of breach of 
promise, betraying of confidence, or the like, to be 
deemed criminal. 

Inconsiderate slander is a dfferent offence, although 
the same mischief actually follows. 

The guilt here consists in the want of that regard 
to the consequences of our conduct, which a just af- 
fection for himan happiness and concern for our du- 
ty would not have failed to have produced in us, 
And it is no answer.to this crimination to say, that 
we entertain no evil design. 


as well, actions ; 


THE LIZARD. 

A gentleman, who was one day slumbering in an 
arbour, was on a sudden awakened by the gentle bi- 
ting of a lizard, a little animal remarkable for its 
love to mankind, he threw it from his hand with 
some indignation, and was rising up to kill it, when 
he saw a huge venomous serpent sliding towards 





him on the othe side, which he soon destroyed ; re- 
flecting afterwards with gratitude upon his friend 
that saved him, and with anger against himself. 
that he had shown so little sense of a good office. 


THE GAMBLER.—an Extrratt 
And I have seen a wife at dead of night, - 
Watching the dying embers of her hearth, 
And fancying every blast that swept along 

Her poor deserted cottage on the moor, 

A drunken husband’s footsteps—and again, 
When it has died away, aiid left her heart, 
Eased by her disappointment—she has look’d 
Upon her sleeping babes and pray’d with tears 
They ne’er may know the agony she feels. 
And when at last, he comes, with tottering steps, 
And vile abuse-to greet her faithful arms, 


Oh, I have mark’d her bosom’s threbbing swell, 


As with a resignation worthy heaven— 

She soothed his pillow; and with tones as: sweet 
As ever mercy falter’d, sqoth’d his soul. 

And I have seen her, on a wintry,eve, 

Seeking her husband amid the gambling throng, 
And with a prayer that would have drawn a saint 
From Paradise to hear—begg’d-him full oft 

To spare her starving babes the means of life. 








=a 
POSTSCRIPT. 3 
REFORMATORY QUESTION. 

Would it not tend more to rectify the publick fee!- 
ing, improve the .publick morals, and promote the 
true interests of genuine christianity, for professors 
to mect together and read judiciously selected dis- 
courses against the prevailing vices of the age, than 
it would to indulge their ministers in retailing slan- 
ders against their brethren who honestly differ from 
them in the method of interpreting the Scriptures ’ 
LOT EE CE LE I 

enone : 


MARRIED; 

In this town, on Tuesday evening last, by Rev. Mr. 
Edes, James W, Otis, Esq. of Taunton, Mass. to Miss 
Martha Crapon Church, eldest daughter of William 
Church, Esq. of this town. 

In Pawtucket, 26th ult. Mr. Horatio Field, to Miss 
Content Wilbor, both of Seekonk. 

In Boston, 30th ult. at St. Paul’s Church, by Rev. 
Dr. Jarvis, Col. Edward Dexter, of Seekonk, Mass. 
to Miss Sarah Mumford, daughter of the late Jobn 
Mumford, Esq. of thistown, ~ 

In Philadelphia, on Christmas morning, in the Uni- 
versalist church at Lombard-street, by Rey. Mr. 
Kneeland, the Rev. William Morse, to Miss Sophro- 
nia, daughter of Rev. Abner Kneeland, all of that 
city. 











DIED; 

In this town, 31st ult. Mr. Joseph B. Peck, age¢ 
23 years. 

On Monday last, Henry, infant son of William T. 
Grinnell, Esq. 

In Attleborough, on Wednesday evening ‘ast, 
Mrs. Jerusha, wife of Capt. Chester Bugbec, and 
daughter of Mr. Ezra Blake, of Wrentham, in her 
37th year. Funeral to-morrow, at half past 12 
o’clock, from her husband’s residence, near the Bap- 


tist meeting-house. < 





